Epileptic falls and gait disturbance in two young children with a sharp wave focus at the vertex: a variant of benign partial epilepsy of childhood?
We describe two young children who presented with frequent falls and myoclonic jerks affecting the trunk and legs associated with a sharp and slow wave epileptic focus at the vertex. The initial neurological examination and brain magnetic resonance imaging were normal. Both patients had a persistent gait dysfunction, sometimes asymmetrical, fluctuating with the intensity of the epilepsy and the electroencephalogram abnormalities. The localization of the epileptic focus at the vertex, corresponding to the motor control of the legs and trunk, can explain this peculiar semiology. The seizures were difficult to treat, but one patient is currently in remission. Although epileptic falls are most often a feature of severe epilepsies of childhood, we think that these two patients present a variant of benign partial epilepsy of childhood.